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CALL BEFORE YOU DIG
Spend the winter planning your outside projects and now you’re ready to get started? Whether
it is something as small as planting a tree or a big home improvement project, it is important
to know what utility lines may be in the ground below before you start digging. Simply call
811 at least two business days before you dig to get publicly owned underground utility
lines marked for FREE!
The 811 operator will ask you for the location of your digging job.
Be prepared to give:
● Street Address or township, range, section
● City and County
● Type of work and extent of work
● Date and time excavation is scheduled to begin
● Your name as well as the contractor (if using one) or contact persons name, address, and
call back phone number
The 811 Call Center will alert the affected utility companies who then dispatch a professional
to mark the underground lines. Multiple line locators may come to the digging site depending
on the utilities located there. Just because you have seen one mark on the ground doesn’t
necessarily mean that all utilities have been located. If you are unsure if all utility locators
have been to the site, call 811.
Remember, having the lines located BEFORE you dig will help protect you from potential
injury, fines, and repair costs. Every 60 seconds an underground utility is hit in the United
States and in 37% of all digging incidents reported in 2008, no notification was made to
an 811 Call Center.
Damages can vary widely, depending on the size and type of utility cable that is damaged.
One common construction job, installing a fence, requires digging multiple holes, many
times in areas that are likely to contain underground utilities, such as property lines or near
sidewalks or curbs. Digging a fence post in your yard and hitting a telecommunications
line could disrupt services to your neighborhood. Imagine digging a fence post in your
field and severing a large fiber cable! It could result in widespread outages as well
as losses such as E911 services and other vital services that we depend upon every
day. A cut fiber cable in 2008 limited web access in 3 states! Protect yourself from
this liability by calling 811 first…remember it’s FREE!! ■
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Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
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• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• William R. Dringle, Ennis/Harrison, 682.7489
• Brian D. McCollom, Choteau/Pendroy
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Dupuyer/ Valier, 466.2443

• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743
• Kerry Schaefer, Brady/Conrad/Power
East Conrad/Valier/Shelby, 463.2370
• Michael Wm. Johnson, Fairfield/Augusta
Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.2350
• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220
• Tyler P. Cobb Jr., Melrose/Sheridan
Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 843.5566
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Did u know?

This year’s Annual Meeting included a presentation on how rapidly technology has been changing our lives. If
you want to view this entertaining video we have provided a link on the 3 Rivers website www.3rivers.net. click
on “Did You Know”.
Did you know that at the meeting four people were elected to the Board of
Trustees? They are: Harry Barnes representing the Browning area; Kirk
Dige representing the Big Sky area; Michael Johnson representing the
Fairfield/Augusta/Ft. Shaw/Helena area; and Ty Cobb now represents
the Melrose/Sheridan/Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City area.
Do you know the newest member of the board Ty Cobb? He provided
the following information as his introduction to co-op members and
employees.
I am humbled and surprised, yet grateful for the privilege to serve as
a trustee of 3 Rivers Telephone Cooperative, Inc. I look forward to
working with management and my fellow trustees toward the goal
of providing the quality of service you have come to expect from 3 Rivers.

I was born and raised on the East Coast. Graduated from Colgate University and have since accumulated
graduate credits in law, business and accounting. Following my discharge from the Army, I spent twenty five years
in banking and finance, back when the profession was respectable. In the almost thirty nine years I have been
married to my wife, Susan, we have moved seventeen times. She really got tired of hearing the question “so
where would you like to live next” as I left her to pack up the house and follow me to our next assignment. The
merry-go- round stopped in 1994 when we moved to Montana, where we had been vacationing for the previous
nine years.
For the past eight years, I have served as treasurer of the City of Dillon. Of note
was my helping the City access the public markets in 2003 with a $5.8 million
issue. The transaction’s structure was new, never before having been issued in
Montana.
For the past decade I have been very involved with economic development
through a number of boards and associations with which I have been involved.
My goal is simple and straight forward. I want your and my grandchildren to
have the opportunity to find meaningful employment right here in rural Montana,
rather than having to go out of state to make a living.
Again, I thank you all.
T P Cobb
P.S. from the Annual Meeting: Do let me know if you have a relative named
Cobb in the 1850s from either Greenville, N.Y. or San Francisco. ■

What is Social Networking?

3 Rivers Radio
Shack has it all

We’ve all heard the term but what does it mean? According to the site
wiktionary.org social networking is:
1. The interaction between a group of people who share a common interest.
2. Using social contacts to network.
3. Using the internet’s network groups (such as Facebook and Twitter)
to network and communicate using shared interests, related skills, or
geographical location between consumers and businesses.

At least that’s what the people
of our Browning exchange may
be thinking. Our business at
the store continues to increase
every year as our customers now
realize that the electronic items
that they have normally traveled
to purchase can be found at the
Radio Shack.

You may have been invited to “follow me on Twitter” or “become a friend on
Facebook”. Social networking sites are a convenient way to communicate
with current friends, reconnect with old friends, and stay in touch with family.
If you want to get started some networking sites to try are:

The staff at the store works very
hard to keep the most popular
items in inventory. Things like
game consoles (Wii, PS3, Xbox)
as well as the latest and greatest
games. We also have a complete inventory of laptops, PC’s, HD TV’s, surround sound, and all the
accessories required for a great in-home technology experience.
On occasion, we also special order products for our customers if they are having difficulty finding
what they need. We are at least willing to check to see if the product is available and to inform you
of the price with shipping included. Don’t hesitate to contact our Radio Shack staff to see if they can
help you fulfill your electronic needs. Just call 406.338.2345 to start the process. The staff will be
more than happy to assist you. ■

Check out our updated website

www.3rivers.net



facebook.com
This is the fastest growing social networking site in the world and gains a million
new users each week. If you are 13 or older with a valid e-mail address you
can join Facebook. Once a member you can share information both on your own
Facebook page and friends’ pages, leave private messages, or post public messages in a
space called the “Wall.” With versatile Facebook tools you can share photos, videos, and links; chat in
real time; and proclaim favorites in many different categories such as movies, books and famous quotes.
twitter.com
This site allows users to post short answers called “tweets” to the question, “What are you doing?” Each
tweet must be 140 characters or less, so you have to get straight to the point. It’s a fun way to find out
what’s happening right now with family, friends and even celebrities. In addition to posting tweets and
responding to those you follow, you can use Twitter’s search tools to find tweets on any topic posted
by people all over the world.
linkedin.com
Perhaps the best known of the business networking sites, LinkedIn is a professional network with members
ranging from executives of Fortune 500 companies to employees of small businesses. It’s part social
network, part business networking tool and part expert advice resource. The site can help you manage
the information that’s publicly available about you, introduce you to subject experts, give you insights
from discussions with other professionals, and discover inside connections that lead to job prospects.

 Information reprinted from Interface West Central Telephone Association

SUMMER EVENTS
Do you have an event you would like to include in this column? The event must be community sponsored and open to all community members. If you have questions or event information please contact Callie Moss or Susan Wilson. ■
Ennis Spring Fling
Ennis, MT
May 8

Whoop Up Day Parade
Conrad, MT
June 5

Twin Bridges Business Expo
Twin Bridges, MT
May 15

50th Annual Belt PRCA Rodeo
Saturday, June 19 ● 6:00 PM
Sunday, June 20 ● 2:00 PM
Parade on Sunday
www.beltrodeo.com

Summer Kick Off Parade
Virginia City, MT
May 29

3 Rivers South Customer
Appreciation Picnic
Twin Bridges, MT
June 27
4th of July Parade
Choteau, MT
Ennis, MT
July 4

Indian Days Parade
Browning, MT
July 10

3 Rivers Charity Golf Tourney
Choteau, MT
July 24

Madison County Fair
Twin Bridges, MT
Aug 12 - Aug 15

Swim Day BBQ
Fairfield, MT
July 15

MT State Fair
Great Falls, MT
July 30 - Aug 7

Swim Day Parade
Fairfield, MT
July 17

Big Sky Country Fair & Parade
Big Sky, MT
July 31

3 Rivers North Customer
Appreciation Picnic
Carter, MT
Aug 21
Co-op Night at the Ball Park
Great Falls, MT
Aug 28

