FREE Technology Classes
offered by 3 Rivers
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Currents

The technology of the Internet, computers and cell phones
can sometimes seem like a foreign language. With so much
of our lives taking place online, from keeping in touch with
our family and friends to accessing our medical records or
pursuing our hobbies, it’s time to start learning the language
of technology.
3 Rivers offers FREE technology classes to our members.
Our next classes will be covering Windows 10, Cloud Storage
and Microsoft Word in the following towns:
         
			
March 25             Fairfield
			
April 8			
Harrison
			
April 29                   Carter
Watch for class details online at 3rivers.net in our
Upcoming Events section. To sign up for a class contact
Susan at susanw@3rivers.coop or call 467-4133. 

3 Rivers Field Trip Grants

SERVICE INFORMATION
TELEPHONE, INTERNET, TV
AND LONG DISTANCE
Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436

Website: www.3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://3rivers.smarthub.coop

The Field Trip Grant program offered by 3 Rivers is entering its
13th year of helping children enjoy the wonders of Montana.
We have provided funds to help kids explore the Lewis and
Clark Caverns, Yellowstone National Park, the Museum of the
Rockies and ExplorationWorks! in Helena. Wherever your
imagination can take you let 3 Rivers help make it possible!
We offer each school district in our serving area two Field Trip
grants per year for a total of $400.00. Once you have decided
where you want to travel contact us and pack your lunch!
Over the past years we have provided assistance to help
defray transportation costs for 20 of our schools and helped
enrich the lives of hundreds of students.
If you are interested in learning more about the 3 Rivers Field
Trip Grant program check it out at 3rivers.net under Grants &
Scholarships or contact Susan at susanw@3rivers.coop. 

facebook.com/3RComm

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• Howard W. Goltz, Ennis/Harrison, 682.3085
• Diane M. Gollehon, Choteau/Pendroy/Dupuyer/
Valier, 466-2703

• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743

• Kyle J. Burgmaier, Brady/Conrad/Power/

East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2288
• Kelly M. McInerney, Fairfield/Augusta/
Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.3240
• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220
• Tyler P. Cobb, Jr., Melrose/Sheridan/
Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600

Acknowledgment of contributors this issue:
Don Serido, Callie Moss, Susan Wilson.

3 Rivers Annual Meeting
Monday March 20, 2017
What:

General membership meeting of 3 Rivers Communications

Where:

Fairfield Community Hall, Fairfield MT

When:		
Doors open and registration begins at 10:30 AM
			
Buffet lunch served from 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
			
Business meeting at 1:00 PM
				Election of Trustees
				
Audit report
				General Manager’s report
				
Questions from the floor
				New business
				
Drawing for door prizes—Must be present to win
This year you have the opportunity to vote by mail-in absentee ballot which will be included in the Notice of
Annual Membership Meeting mailer sent to all members. The ballot is an absentee ballot and should only be
completed if you are unable to attend the meeting. If you choose to attend the Annual Meeting you will have
the opportunity to cast your vote in person.
Will capital credit checks be dispersed at the Annual Meeting this year?
Yes, the Board has approved a general retirement of capital credits.
I am unable to attend the Annual Meeting. Can someone else pick up my check?
We make every effort to protect your privacy. Capital credit checks will only be given to the actual member(s)
named on the account.
Will the 3 Rivers business office be open during the Annual Meeting?
To give our members the opportunity to get to know our friendly staff we will close our Fairfield office from
11:00 AM until 3:00 PM but we will still be available for phone calls. Conrad, Shelby and Big Sky offices and
Browning Radio Shack will be open during our regular business hours.
If you are unable to attend the meeting you can watch it on the Internet at www.3rivers.net or on your 3RTV
local access channel. 

Good Things

come in threes!
Add 3RTV Digital TV to
your local Telephone and
High Speed Internet service!
• Over 80 FREE HD Channels
• FREE WatchTV Everywhere
• Whole-Home DVR available
• One convenient bill
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Sign up today! Give us a Call!
Not available in all areas. $45 activation fee required for new service. Limited time offer. Must be a new subscriber to TV or High Speed Internet. 6-month
commitment required to receive promotional pricing. After 6 months, regular monthly rates apply. Price does not include taxes and surcharges for local
phone service. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Internet speeds are not guaranteed and depend on a variety of factors. Call for qualification.

3rivers.net has 3RTV Tutorial Videos
Here’s a tech tip specifically for 3 Rivers’ 3RTV Digital TV customers.
Visit 3rivers.net/3rtv-instructional-videos for a refresher on how your 3RTV onscreen guide can enhance
your TV viewing experience. You’ll find brief, easy-to-understand video demonstrations on topics such as
how to record shows, search for programs, block channels, set parental controls and more!
If you want more details on how your 3RTV service works, our complete 3RTV Digital TV Users Guide is
available in PDF format on 3rivers.net/tv --just click on the 3RTV Users Guide icon.
Don’t have 3RTV? We are expanding the range where we can offer 3RTV Digital TV service all the time
— if we couldn’t reach you in the past we may be able to now. Give us a call today! ■

Fiber Corner
Cutovers to the new fiber optic facilities in 3 Rivers’ Lima exchange are
tentatively planned for this spring — that’s just around the corner! Lima
residents should look for important details and information coming in the
mail soon regarding the cutover process in their exchange, including special
promotions.
Work will start soon on the Fiber-to-the-Home (FTTH) projects in the rural
Choteau area. You’ll see 3 Rivers staff and contractors on the job and
beginning construction activity later in the spring. 
Check this space each issue for more information and updates on 3 Rivers FTTH projects.
You can also check out our FAQ in the Fiber-to-the-Home section on 3rivers.net.

Youth Technology Grant awarded to
Teton County 4-H Council
The first 3 Rivers Communications Youth Technology Grant was awarded to Teton County 4-H Council.
A total of $10,000 was given to Teton County 4-H, with 3 Rivers contributing $5000 and financial partner
CoBank matching that amount.
The 3 Rivers Board recognized a need among the youth within our serving area to gain additional knowledge
of, and access to, technology and set aside money to fund the Youth Technology Grant program. Schools
do a great job but there are also many other organizations that work with kids and could offer extra support
if they had the funds. We decided to help by designating this new grant program to directly address this
issue. 2016 was the first year for the Youth Technology Grant Program and the grant will go for a mobile
technology lab organized and managed by Teton County 4-H leaders.
MSU Extension educator Jane Wolery said, “I have dreamed of a couple things to enhance our teaching
and outreach through 4-H. A few of those dreams have included a mobile technology lab and an Extension
learning center. Thanks to the Youth Technology Grant from 3 Rivers and CoBank, one of my dreams
has come true!”
MSU Extension in Teton County was able to purchase 15 iPad minis and a standard size iPad for for a
traveling technology lab to be used in classrooms, afterschool programs, 4-H enrichment classes, and
camps. Some of the skills the children will learn are financial literacy, record keeping, and research
applications.
“We definitely want to thank our partner CoBank for their continued support,” said Dave Gibson, 3 Rivers
CEO. “This is the 5th year that they have matched our donation to a local group, totaling $19,500 that
they have invested in our co-op members. We are pleased to be able to bring these additional funds to
our communities to improve our member’s lives.”
3 Rivers Youth Technology Guidelines and Application are available online at 3rivers.net under Grants &
Scholarships. The application deadline for the next grant is March 31, 2017.
For more information regarding the 3 Rivers Youth Technology Grant Program please contact Susan
Wilson at susan.wilson@3rivers.coop or by calling 467-4133. 

