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Did you just get a
new Computer?
If you received a new computer this year, you may find that your old
dial-up connection just can’t deliver everything your new computer
can. Want to watch YouTube? Download music? Stream movies?
If you want your new computer to work as advertised, now’s the
time to upgrade to 3 Rivers High Speed Internet—sign up today,
speed up your connection and save!
$39.95 per month for 12 months!* Save $120!

*With 3 Rivers telephone service. New customers only. 12 months commitment required. After 12 months, cost
is $49.95 per month. Speeds are not guaranteed. Not available in all areas. Call for details and qualification.

Do you have an event you would like to include in this
column? The event must be community sponsored and open
to all community members. If you have questions or event
information please contact Callie Norheim (callien@3rivers.
coop) or Susan Wilson (susanw@3rivers.coop). ■

3 Rivers’ New General Manager/CEO
Dave Gibson is the new General Manager/CEO of 3 Rivers Communications, hired by the 3 Rivers Telephone
Cooperative, Inc.’s board of directors after an exhaustive search process. Gibson replaced Interim General
Manager Mike Henning as of November 1. Henning had been serving since December of 2010.

Call today!
1.800.796.4567 ● 467.2535
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Do you have feedback
on the newsletter?
Email us at
newsletter.feedback@3rivers.coop

Gibson is the former Montana President for Qwest (now CenturyLink). He grew up
in Kalispell and has other ties to Montana as well—prior to Qwest, Gibson served
as Montana’s first Chief Business Officer under Governor Judy Martz and was an
associate commissioner of higher education for the Montana University System.
“I’m excited to join 3 Rivers and look forward to the tremendous opportunity we
have to provide cutting edge telecommunications services to our members. This
company is a recognized leader in bringing advanced technology to rural Montana
and I am proud to lead 3 Rivers as we grow the company and provide an even
better experience for our customers,” Gibson said.
3 Rivers’ Board President Mary Hill added “As a new era in rural communications
unfolds at 3 Rivers, with increased competition, technological advances and
major regulatory reform, we feel Dave’s proven leadership skills will position
3 Rivers to remain a leader in rural communications in Montana.”
Gibson is married to Marca and has two high school-age sons—Gage, a junior,
and Holt, a freshman. 

Board of trustees

Service Information

Telephone, VIDEO, Internet
and Long Distance

Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436

Website: www.3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://ebill.3rivers.net

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• William R. Dringle, Ennis/Harrison, 682.7489
• Brian D. McCollom, Choteau/Pendroy
Dupuyer/ Valier, 466.2443

• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743

• Kyle Burgmaier, Brady/Conrad/Power
East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2288

• Kelly Mc Inerney, Fairfield/Augusta
Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.3240

facebook/3rcomm

• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220

• Tyler P. Cobb Jr., Melrose/Sheridan

Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600

Acknowledgment of contributors this issue: Callie Norheim, Susan Wilson, Don Serido, Jason Petrillo.

Wishing you a
Happy New Year

Meet Your
Board Member
Harry R. Barnes

School Transportation Grants

How would you spend $200? Take a trip to the state capital in Helena or a train ride through
Last Chance Gulch or maybe a trip to Yellowstone National Park? Many of our local schools are able to
expand learning possibilities for their students with help from 3 Rivers through our School Transportation
Grant program. We offer each school district in our serving area two grants each year for a total of $400 in
assistance for costs associated in getting the kids outside the classroom to explore the wonders in Montana.
Carter Elementary School took in the sights of Helena. “We went on a guided tour of the State Capitol,
ExplorationWorks! (a children’s science experience center), and Last Chance Train Tours (a historical tour of
significant Helena sites). The kids loved learning, experiencing and participating in this field trip. The memories
will be long with them. Thank you for your generosity.” Margie Scott, Carter Elementary School
The Twin Bridges School District took advantage of the Transportation grants to help the 8th graders enjoy a
trip to Yellowstone Park, Quake Lake, and West Yellowstone Smoke Jumpers Center. “Thanks, the extra funds
benefited our students and helped with travel expenses.” Aaron Griffin, Twin Bridges Schools
“The 4th, 5th, and 6th grades went to Helena to visit
ExplorationWorks! and Spring Meadow Lake State Park. The
students were able to participate in a large variety of science
activities at ExplorationWorks! such as water works, an
animation creator, mind ball, a pin wall, and a large wall of
air tubes. Then we went to Spring Meadow Lake State Park
to eat lunch, hike the interpretive trail, and do some fishing.
It was a beautiful day down in Helena and everyone really
enjoyed the trip. Thank you very much for making it possible
for area schools to make these great field trips around our
region. We really appreciate your involvement in helping
us teach and learn in new and exciting ways.” Brenda
Boetticher, Power School
For more information about the 3 Rivers School
Transportation Grant program please contact Susan Wilson at
susan.wilson@3rivers.coop or 406-467-4133. 

Scholarship Info
Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) Scholarship – $2,500 – Any high school senior that
receives local telecommunications service from 3 Rivers Communications is eligible to apply. The
applicant must be accepted by an accredited two- or four-year college, university or vocationaltechnical school, have at least a “C” grade point average and express an interest to return to
a rural community following graduation. For application instructions or other information, visit
www.frs.org. Applications are available from your school counselor, from the FRS website
previously mentioned, or by contacting Lisa at (406) 467-4132 or lisa.brady@3rivers.coop.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Completed applications must by signed by our General Manager, please
send the completed application postmarked no later than Monday, February 13, 2012 to:
3 Rivers Communications, ATTN: Lisa, P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436. 3 Rivers will then
mail the application to FRS prior their deadline. 

Harry has
been
the
Browning/Heart
Butte board
representative
for 10 years.
He is the owner
of Barnes
Construction
Services and
Blackfeet
Construction
Supplies. Harry
is also active in
his community;
he’s involved with the Browning Business
Association, mentors Indian Entrepreneurs
and sits on the De La Salle Blackfeet
School Board. Recently he became the
General Manager of Blackfeet Advanced
Technologies. Harry is an enrolled tribal
member and is proud to still be married to
his high school sweetheart Jana. 

Kirk R. Dige
Kirk has been a
3 Rivers Trustee
for 4 years
representing
Big Sky. After
growing up on
a small family
farm in Sidney,
Kirk has been
self-employed
as a real estate
agent in Big Sky
for the past 24
years. Kirk is a
member of the
Gallatin Association of Realtors, the Big
Sky Chamber of Commerce, the Charter
President of the Rotary Club of Big Sky and
serves in leadership positions with various
condominium associations. 
Learn more about your Board of Directors
in each issue of 2012 Currents.

Employee Tip
Customers should always keep a “hard-wired” telephone handy.
That is, a phone with the hand set actually connected to the phone
with a cord, not a cordless phone. After power surges or thunder
storms especially, any electronics associated with a cordless
phone, answering machine, router, etc., could cause a phone line
to seem like it has “gone dead.” It may act like the phone was
left off hook, but you will not know that the telephone line itself is
fine unless you unplug all cordless phones, answering machines,
routers, etc., and then connect a hard-wired phone to the phone
jack to see if you get a dial tone back. This is always a good thing
to check before calling 3 Rivers with a possible outage.
Jason Petrillo, OSP Engineer

Fiber Corner
During the long winter months in Montana, most of 3 Rivers’ Fiber-to-the-Premises (FTTP) construction projects
are put on hold. We’ll start up again in the spring in Power, Stockett and Augusta. In the meantime, we’ll use this
space to answer some questions as to the how the FTTP
installation process works and what it means for you.
Does any special equipment need to be installed in or
on my house or business?
Once the existing copper wire network has been replaced
with fiber optic cable in your telephone exchange, it will
be connected directly to a device on the outside of your
home or business called an ONT (optic network terminal).
This may or may not be where the old connection was,
depending on several factors. For example, a separate
power source will also need to be placed inside the premises and it must be within 50’ of the ONT. The cost of the
additional power needed for this device will be negligible.
In some cases new wiring inside the house will be required
to ensure that service can be delivered at the desired level
of quality, which 3 Rivers will provide at no cost.
Check this space each issue for more information and updates on 3 Rivers FTTP projects. You can also check out
our FAQ on Fiber-to-the-Premises on 3rivers.net under
the News Articles link. 

