3 Rivers Working to Extend
Triple Play Capability

Upcoming
events

In the September/October issue of Currents, we told you about 3 Rivers’
purchase of cable TV systems in four of our exchanges, Choteau, Conrad,
Fairfield and Shelby. This is just one piece of the puzzle to achieving our
goal of being able to provide the “triple play” to our customers—that is,
voice, video and data (Internet) services, all on one bill at an affordable
package price. While we are working on improving the quality and
stability of the cable TV product we’re offering in those four towns, we
are continuing to develop other ways to deliver video entertainment to our
customers in other areas.

Do you have an event you would
like to include in this column?
The event must be community
sponsored & open to all community
members. If you have questions
or event information please contact
Callie Moss or Susan Wilson. ■

In 2010, we plan to roll out video
service delivered to customers via
their 3 Rivers broadband Internet
connection in a limited number of
our Fiber-to-the-Home exchanges.
Using new technology, we will have
the ability to bring telephone, high
speed Internet and video into a
customer’s home all over a single
fiber optic connection. Delivering
video via a broadband connection will
enable 3 Rivers to provide much more
advanced services than a typical cable
TV system, including an all-digital lineup
with numerous HD channels, advanced
interactive on-screen program guide,
caller ID on your TV screen, and more!
Look for details on when 3 Rivers new
video service will be coming to your area. ■

Great Falls MAGIE Farm Expo
January 21,22,23

Great Falls Office
Phased Out
3 Rivers closed its Great Falls office at
the end of December, due to low traffic
volume, compared with the expense
of an office presence there. Offices
remain in Conrad, Shelby, Browning,
Big Sky and Fairfield.
We regret the inconvenience this
causes our customers who dropped off
payments and visited the Great Falls
office. Please consider electronic
billing or auto payment options, as
alternatives, that we hope are also
convenient for you. If you would like
more information on those options,
please call our customer care center
at 800-796-4567. ■

Service Information

Board of trustees

Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Browning: 406.338.2535
Conrad: 406.271.2535
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• William Dringle, Ennis/Harrison, 682.7489
• Brian D. McCollom, Choteau/Pendroy/Dupuyer/

Telephone, Cable TV, Internet and Long Distance • Steve Krogue, General Manager, 467.2535

SATELLITE TV

406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
P.O. Box 159, Fairfield, MT 59436-0159
Website: www.3rivers.net
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
On-line Billing: https://ebill.3rivers.net

Valier, 466.2443

• Logan Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743

• Kerry Schaefer, Brady/Conrad/Power

East Conrad/Valier/Shelby, 463.2370

• Michael Johnson, Fairfield/Augusta/Ft. Shaw/
Helena, 467.2350

• Mary Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220

• Loren Tucker, Melrose/Sheridan/Twin Bridges
Lima/Virginia City, 843.5566
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I v e r y m u c h e n j o y u s i n g As I’m getting older, I pay more
the internet, which makes the attention to the different kinds of
My name is Brittany Stott and I am 3 Rivers website very appealing to businesses and what they offer
3 Rivers’ school-to-work student me. Some of the information you can me. I know I will be moving out on
from Fairfield High School. I decided gather on www.3rivers.net are what my own sometime soon and I like
to take school-to-work because I 3 Rivers has to offer as services, to know the different options I have
was interested in gaining
for television, internet, and
experience in the work field
telephone. I don’t think there
“I don’t think there is a single day is a single day that I’m not on
for whatever future career I
go into.
that I’m not on the internet...”
the internet or using my cell
phone to look up information
During my time at 3 Rivers
and communicate with
I have learned many things. I have new services, the payment plans, people, and I would like to be able
learned about all the different and upcoming events. I find that I to communicate with my family and
services 3 Rivers has to offer. They have an easy time accessing the friends when I go off to college.
offer many different kinds of internet information that I want or need on I’m glad to have done school-toservices such as: high speed, Wi- the 3 Rivers website.
work at 3 Rivers. I feel like I have
Fi, Broad Band, and Dial up
learned a lot from
internet. They also offer TV
the experience. ■
and telephone services.
By Brittany Stott

One of the projects I
worked on was deciding what I
liked about the newsletter and
what I thought appealed to my
generation. A few things that I
like are the information about
the scholarships, the frequently
asked questions, new services,
upcoming events, and telephone
scam info. I especially like the
telephone scam info because
as a young adult, people like
to take advantage of my lack of
knowledge.

TECHNOLOGY101 -- The latest & greatest



Browning High School Prepares For The Future
We recently had the opportunity to assist in helping the Browning High School with the installation of the
telecommunications they will need to access both now and into the future.

This new facility is state-of-the-art in many ways, but their understanding of what their students, faculty and
staff would need is what sets this school apart from most. In order to provide the access to both voice and data
communications from a myriad of locations we were faced with a major challenge for our installation people.
The extent of the work that went into meeting their needs was amazing. First of all, we
ran Cat 6 wiring to every classroom, office, administration area and many other areas
so that there would be access to both the Data network (both internal and out to the
world) and the Voice capabilities. This effort gives the school excellent flexibility
in furniture placement and convenient access to wireless nodes. “Because this
school is such an expansive structure, the multiple drops we placed were “homed”
(wire from each drop to central location) to 4 different centralized wiring locations
by Ethernet” stated Ernie Peterson, Network Supervisor for 3 Rivers. He also
mentioned that “these centralized wiring locations were then connected back
to the main telecom room via fiber optic cable”. 3 Rivers invested well over
500 man-hours of labor to complete just the wiring portion of the project.
We also installed a state-of-the-art PBX remote that ties into the existing PBX
(a large telephone system with centralized answering) at the old location,
but is also capable of operating in a stand-alone mode. The phones that
were placed throughout the new facility are IP based programmable
phones that add to the flexibility for future needs at the school. We had
another investment of over 100 man-hours on this PBX installation and
integration.
Finally, fiber optic cable was installed to the new High School, giving
them a huge amount of capability for the future. This school is very
well positioned for the next step in the evolution of communications
and we are proud to be a part of this huge undertaking. ■

Yahoo Connected TV A reason to connect your TV to the internet

Yahoo offers a couch-based Web-surfing experience that actually works.
Yahoo’s TV Widgets, software built into Internet-connected TVs from LG,
Samsung, Sony and Vizio, give you specially formatted bits of information
instead of regular Web pages. Just press a button on the remote to bring
up YouTube videos, Twitter updates, eBay auctions, Flickr photos and
news headlines on a full screen or in the corner of your show. No keyboard,
no fees, no hassle.

PlayOn Digital Media Server Sneaking web video into your living room

Tap into all the high-quality (and free) online video available today without stuffing
a PC into your living room. Instead, use a device that’s already there: your game
console. Just install the PlayOn software on any PC in your house, and it will
send video from sources like YouTube, CNN, ESPN and Hulu to your TV through
your networked Xbox 360, PS3 or Nintendo Wii. So far, PlayOn has added
the Cartoon Network, Food Network, NBA and NFL networks, and South Park
Studios, among others.

Panasonic Wireless TV The first no-compromise wireless TV
This 54-inch plasma set is one inch slim with
cables. Those are across the room, attached
sends 1080p, the highest-resolution video, to
The Z1 is the first TV and tuner box capable
Blu-ray signal from across the room. The tech
data rates, far faster than anything previously

reaching out 2 Your community

no visible inputs, tuner or tangle of
to a separate tuner box, which
the set from up to 30 feet away.
of transmitting an uncompressed
delivers four-gigabit-per-second
available at consumer prices. ■



3 Rivers Community Enhancement Grants presented to
Blazing Arrows Archery of Shelby and Choteau Community Arts Council

SCHOLARSHIP info

Foundation for Rural Service (FRS) Scholarship – $2,500 – Any
high school senior that receives local telecommunications service from 3 Rivers Communications is
eligible to apply. The applicant must be accepted by an accredited two- or four-year college, university
or vocational-technical school, have at least a “C” grade point average and express an interest to return
to a rural community following graduation. For application instructions or other
information, visit www.frs.org. Applications are available from your school
counselor, from the FRS website previously mentioned, or by contacting
Lisa at (406) 467-4132 or lisa.brady@3rivers.coop. IMPORTANT NOTE:
Completed applications must by signed by our General Manager, so send
the completed application by Friday, February 12, 2010 to: 3 Rivers
Communications, ATTN: Lisa, P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436.
3 Rivers will then mail the application to FRS prior their deadline. ■

