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Currents

Did Santa Bring You
a New Computer?
If you are the proud owner of a new computer, you may find that
your old dial-up connection just can’t deliver everything your new
computer can. (Some new computers don’t even come with a
dial-up modem anymore!) Want to watch YouTube? Download
music? Stream movies? If you want your new computer to work
as advertised, now’s the time to upgrade to 3 Rivers High Speed
Internet—sign up today, speed up your connection and save!

What would happen if the federal government decided that city roads, bridges, and infrastructure should be better
constructed and more efficient than the roads in rural America? What about if policymakers determined that urban
consumers should be able to get where they are going and get what they need faster than rural consumers? A new
government plan intends to make that true of our nation’s information superhighway—the Internet. And while it’s
not the highway we drive on, rural consumers should still be very concerned.

$39.95 per month for 12 months!* Save $120!

Call today!
1.800.796.4567 ● 467.2535
* New customers only. 12 months commitment required. After 12 months, cost is $49.95 per month.
Speeds are not guaranteed. Not available in all areas. Call for details and qualification.

Upcoming
Events
MAGIE January 20 - 22
Great Falls Expo Park

Do you have an event you would like to include in the 3 Rivers Upcoming
Events column?
The event must be a community sponsored event and be open to all
community members.
Space permitting we will run the name of your event, the date, time and
location in this newsletter and the information will be included in our online
calendar on 3rivers.net.
If you have event information please contact: Callie at extension 4113 or email
to calliem@3rivers.coop. 

Board of trustees

• Harry R. Barnes, Browning, 338.3440
• Kirk R. Dige, Big Sky, 995.4769
• William R. Dringle, Ennis/Harrison, 682.7489
• Brian D. McCollom, Choteau/Pendroy

Service Information

Telephone, Cable TV, Internet
and Long Distance

SATELLITE TV

406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
P.O. Box 159, Fairfield, MT 59436-0159

Fairfield: 406.467.2535 or 800.796.4567
Website: www.3rivers.net
Big Sky: 406.995.2600
Facebook/3rcomm
Browning: 406.338.2535
E-mail: 3rt@3rivers.net
Conrad: 406.271.2535
On-line Billing: https://ebill.3rivers.net
Shelby: 406.424.8535
Payments: P.O. Box 489, Fairfield, MT 59436-0489
Correspondence: P.O. Box 429, Fairfield, MT 59436

Acknowledgment of contributors this issue: Callie Moss, Susan Wilson, Don Serido.

The Potential Effects of the
Proposed National Broadband Plan on Rural Montana

Dupuyer/ Valier, 466.2443
• Logan P. Good, Carter/Highwood/Great Falls,
761.2743
• Kerry Schaefer, Brady/Conrad/Power
East Conrad/Shelby, 463.2370
• Michael Wm. Johnson, Fairfield/Augusta
Ft. Shaw/Helena, 467.2350
• Mary E. Hill, Raynesford/Geyser/Neihart/Belt/
Stockett,738.4220
• Tyler P. Cobb Jr., Melrose/Sheridan
Twin Bridges/Lima/Virginia City, 684.5600

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has crafted a plan to make broadband Internet access universally
available. Reliable, high-speed broadband has become the essential service of today, like electricity and telephone
service were decades ago. Broadband can improve the lives of all consumers, but access is especially important
for those of us living in rural America. The Internet enables farmers to monitor weather patterns and ranchers to
buy and sell livestock in markets far from home. It also gives small businesses the opportunity to reach customers
nationwide, offers local students the chance to take classes online, and allows doctors to remotely diagnose patients
and even offer remote emergency care.
We applaud the government’s efforts to make affordable, reliable Internet connections a reality for all Americans. But
the FCC’s plan will make rural Americans second class citizens in the new broadband world, because it establishes a
download speed goal for rural areas that is twenty-five times slower than for urban areas. Shouldn’t rural communities
have access to the same broadband services as our larger towns and cities?
Years ago, Congress established a universal service policy for telephone service. It required that those living in rural
areas have access to communications services at prices that are affordable and reasonably comparable to those
available in urban areas. Rather than support this same universal service philosophy for broadband, the FCC’s plan
offers faster, better service to some Americans while guaranteeing lesser service to others.
Don’t let the FCC keep our rural communities on the slow side of the broadband digital divide. Contact Senators
Baucus and Tester and Representative Rehberg and urge them to support regulatory action that ensures equal
access to broadband for all Americans. To learn more about this issue, take a look at the video posted in the News
section on 3rivers.net.
Here is the contact information for Montana’s congressional delegation:
The Honorable Max Baucus
511 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
http://baucus.senate.gov/
The Honorable Jon Tester
204 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-2604
http://tester.senate.gov/
The Honorable Denny Rehberg
516 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
http://rehberg.house.gov/
.

Renovation of Main Customer Service Office
Before & After Photos

School Transportation Grants
Recently the Dupuyer School was able to
explore the Lewis and Clark Interpretive
“Thank you for help- Center with a School Transportation grant
ing us take a field trip provided by 3 Rivers. The students had a
to the Lewis & Clark great day of hands-on activities at the center
Interpretive Center. experiencing the travels of Lewis and Clark
It was alot of fun.
and learning about their life on the trail. Before
I learned that the
the kids headed home there was a stop at
Indians used buffalo Pizza Hut to round out the day.

hooves for a door bell
and also they had to
pull a boat very far
each day. I hope to go
there again another
day and see what I
remember.
Thank you again."
Shyanne

The School Transportation grant program was
set up to offer our local schools the opportunity
of expanding the students learning environment and take
“Thank you very much
advantage of the many wonders right outside their door.
Last year 10 schools used a transportation grant to help for helping us go on
the field trip to the
them travel to the CM Russell Museum, the Museum of the
Lewis
and Clark InterRockies and several of the Montana State Parks.
If you are interested in more information about this
grant program please contact Susan at 3 Rivers,
susan.wilson@3rivers.coop. 

pretive Center. We
had a great time.”
Spencer

Special Notice Regarding Your Account Information
3 Rivers keeps all account information strictly confidential to the fullest extent possible and
uses industry-accepted technology to safeguard customer data. This information, called Customer
Proprietary Network Information (CPNI), includes data such as which long distance carrier you
have chosen, what calling features you use and which calling plans, if any, to which you subscribe.
Only 3 Rivers Communications and its subsidiaries can see or use this information. It may be
used to market 3 Rivers’ products and services to you based on the type of service you already
receive from 3 Rivers. It is never released to outside companies. We have the duty under federal
law to protect the confidentiality of this type of information.
Should you wish to restrict our use of your CPNI, please call us at 406-467-2535 or send an
email to cpni.optout@3rivers.coop with your request within 30 days of receipt of this notice. No
action on your part is necessary unless you wish to restrict 3 Rivers Communications’ use of
this type of information. Restricting CPNI may make you ineligible to receive information from
3 Rivers Communications about new products and services, promotions and packaged offerings
which may be to your benefit.

Community Enhancement Grants

Whatever you decide will not affect the provision of any services to which you subscribe. You will
still receive monthly bill inserts, bi-monthly newsletters and other publications that are sent to all
customers at the same time, so that you are kept up to date on what is happening in the cooperative. 

facebook/3rcomm

3 Rivers Board Member, Ty Cobb, presents
Community Enhancement Grant check
to Mayor of Lima, David Olsen

Choteau Chamber of Commerce representative, Gabrielle
Rasmussen, accepts Community Enhancement Grant
check from 3 Rivers Board Member, Brian McCollom

